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Happy New Year !

THE UNIVERSE

ASTRONOMY

2009

OASI will be supporting IYA 2009 with a range of
public events. Details may be found on the society

web site and, of course, within the event and diary
pages of this Newsletter.

And so it begins...



Society News (Roy Gooding)

1 2009 AGM Saturday 10" January

All members are invited to attend the 2009 AGM. The venue is at the Methodist
Church Halls, in Blackhorse Lane. The meeting will start at 20:00.

2 Observatory Keys
A new set of observatory key costs the society £18. If you have a set of keys that you no
longer need please return them to Roy Gooding

3 Events for 2009 (International Year of Astronomy)

This is a provisional event list, which will be updated through out the year

Meeting Venue Date
AGM Methodist Church Halls, in Saturday 10™ January
Blackhorse Lane 20:00
Astro Fest Kensington Conference & Events 6™ & 7" February
Centre London
Talk and Telescope Nacton Village hatl Monday & Tuesday 30" &
Evening From 7:30 pm 31° March
(IYA)
Sidewalk Astronomy ( The Ship Levington Thursday 2™ April
Night Observing)
(IYA)
Open Weekend Spring Saturday & Sunday 4™ & 5"
(IYA) April
Summer Barbecue TBA
Astronomy in the Park Christchurch Park Saturday & Sunday 30 &
(IYA) 31% May
Perseid Meteor watch The “Dip” Felixstowe TBA
Open Weekend Autumn Saturday & Sunday 24" &
(IYA) 25th October
Talk and Telescope Nacton Village hall Monday & Tuesday 26" &
Evening From 7:30 pm 27" October
(IYA)
Sidewalk Astronomy ( The Ship Levington Thursday 29" October
Night Observing)
(IYA)
Astronomy in the Park Christchurch Park Saturday & Sunday 31st
(1YA) October & 1% November
Geminid Meteor watch The “Dip” Felixstowe TBA
Christmas Meal TBA
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4 Access into the School Grounds and Observatory Tower

Please use the third gate into the school grounds, this is the gate behind the Gym. If the Bla
door entrance at the base of the observatory tower is locked, you will have to phone somec
in the observatory to let you in. My mobile number is . (Roy Goodir
alternatively the Observatory mobile is during meeting hours.

5 Welcome to New Members
John Spicer Carol Spicer rejoined
Jack & May Allen
Michael Fisk
Scott Halls
Trefor Harries
Nigel Smith

6 Lecture Meeting Venue

Our town lecture venue is now at the Methodist Church Halls, in Blackhorse Lane. T
Church has a car park, which can take about 30 cars.

Black Horse Lane has only one entrance, which is from Elm Street. This is just past
Police Station, if you are arriving from Civic Drive. The church car park is on the right, j
past the Black Horse pub.

Meetings start at 20:00 doors open at 19:30

7 Society Management

A volunteer management committee runs the society. Next year there will be at least ¢
vacancy in the committee. If you are interested in helping to run the society please consi
applying. The job is only as onerous as you would like to make it. In a typical year there :
4 or 5 committee meetings



Night Sky (January) All times GMT
Moon
1* Quarter | Full Moon | 3™ Quarter | New Moon
4{]:1 1 1£l1 1 81..‘1 2611:
Object | Date Times Mag. Notes
Rise | Set
S 1 08:13 | 16:04
un 31 | 07:46 | 16551
1 09:28 | 17:34 Mercury will be grr—tzl?test eastern
31 06:34 | 15:13 } elongation on the 4™ and at inferior
Mercury 0.1 conjunction about 3 weeks later on the
20", It will not be well seen this month
v 1 10:30 | 20:14 43 Venus is at greatest eastern elongation on
enus T30 [09:05 | 21:17 | 0 | the l4th
M 1 07:52 | 1522 13 Mars will not be observable this month
ars 31 | 07:16 | 15:19 ‘
Juit 1 09:17 | 17:32 19 Jupiter will be at conjunction on the 24th
upiter 3110738 | 1613 |
1 22:21 | 11:23 Saturn is now moving into the evening sky
Saturn 31 | 20:17 | 0924 0.8 | making it more readily observable
U 1 11:03 | 22:18 58 Uranus remains in Aquarius.
FAMMS 3T {0907 [ 2027 |
1 10:12 | 1945 Neptune remains in Capricornus
Neptune 37— Gaig 1753 | |
Meteor Showers
Shower Maximum Limits ZHR
Quandrantids | 3" January 12:00 | 1™ to 6" January 100?
Source BAA Handbook







