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A SOLID PIECE OF SUFFOLK ENGINEERING
An 18” Reflector on a Berthon-style mounting by Suffolk Telescope maker
George Calver FRAS (1834 — 1927)

e “An equatorial mounting, with two long and stiff shafts for the axes, has always the
advantage of firmness; the holding portions of the instrument being in masses, are
not liable to receive injury from blows, and thus be put radically out of order”...

e ‘“An instrument cannot be made light and slim and at the same time firm and
steady”.

How times have changed, what would Mr Calver have made of the flimsy mountings

coupled with — some - of today’s commercially available budget instruments?

Presumably in his time more damage from ‘frustrated blows’ would have been visited

upon the observer than the instrument!!

Image and quoted passages from ‘Hints on Silvered-Glass Reflecting Telescopes’.

Pamphlet & Catalogue by George Calver. 1877. Collection of Ken Goward



Society News (Roy Gooding)

1 Events for 2007
This event list will be updated through out the year
Meeting Venue Date
A 407 sociely anniversary party | Nacton Village Hall Saturday 22™
For more information please see | September
Pete Richards article 15:00
FAS Convention Birmingham October
Lecture meeting Methodist Church Hall Friday 26™ October
Exo Planets and their Aurora i 20:00
By Sam George
2007 / 2008 Workshops To be planned To be planned
Lecture Meeting Orwell Park School Friday 16™ November
Dr. David Whitehouse
Christmas Meal To be planned Wednesday 12"
2 Welcome to New Members

No new members have joined in the last month.

3 Access into the School Grounds and Observatory Tower
Please use the third gate into the school grounds, this is the gate behind the Gym. If the
Black door entrance at the base of the observatory tower is locked, you will have to phone

someone in the observatory to let you in. My mobile number is . (Roy
Gooding) alternatively the Observatory mobile is during meeting hours.
4 Lecture Meeting Venue

Our town lecture venue is now at the Methodist Church, in Blackhorse Lane. The church
has a car park can accommodate about 30 cars, in Black Horse Lane Alternatively there is a
Park & Display car park at the top of Black Horse Lane, next too the Town Council Offices.
This is about 100 yards form the church. Black Horse Lane has only one entrance, which is
from Elm Street. This is just past the Police Station, if you are arriving from Civic Drive.
The church car park is on the right, just past the Black Horse pub.

Meeting starts at 20:00, doors open at 19:30

5 Tomline Telescope Drive Control
The challenge of updating the RA drive controller has been accepted by several members.
The first to answer was Neil Morley



6 40" Anniversary Party
Please see Pete Richards article.

7  Perseids Meteor Watch

The meeting will be on Saturday 1 1 August from 20:30
The venue will be the on cliff top, behind Brackenbury refreshment hut.
The maximum is on Monday 13™ August.

Directions for those who do not know this part of Old Felixstowe

e  From the Hamilton Road roundabout, take the turning into High Road East

o  Once you are parallel with the cliff top, the car park is behind the trees, on the right,
just past the open area of grass, where Brackenbury Fort was once located.

e New Moon is on Sunday 12" August

If you are interested please contact Roy Gooding, James Appleton or Martin Cook

8 Observing Projects for 2007
Occultation’s

Graze

Date Star Track Time

Tuesday 2™ October ZC797 | 01:34:12

Thursday 1% November | ZC1221 | 01:53:24

Sunday 30" December i Leo | 03:04:37

Pleiades
Date Time
6" August 23:30

27™ October 23:30

21% December | 21:00

Meteor Watches

Shower Maximum Date | Moon Age Observing Date
Perseids August 13" 27 days Saturday 11™
Geminids December 14" | 5 days Saturday 15"




Night Sky (August)

The Moon
Last New First Full
Quarter Quarter
Sth 12th 215! 28111
Object | Date |2 Times Mag. Notes
Rise | Set
Sun 1 05:25 | 20:55
" 31| 06:14 | 19:55
M 1 04:01 | 20:17 10 Mercury is at superior conjunction on the
ereury 37 [07:33 [ 2022 | | 15th
1 08:03 | 21:09 Venus is now getting very low down in
Venus 31 04:56 | 1823 | -4.1 | theevening sky. Inferior conjunction is
on the 18"
1 00:20 | 15:46 Mars is in Taurus this month. It will be
Mars 31 5313 | 15:31 | 0.4 | below the Pleiades at the beginning of
the month
. 1 16:55 | 01:05 3 Jupiter is low down in the sky this
Jupiter 31 15:02 | 23:05 | ™ month, requiring a clear southern horizon
S 1 07:02 | 21:38 0.6 Saturn is in conjunction with the sun on
aturn 371506 | 10:47 | | the2l”
1 22:06 | 09:20 Uranus is in Aquarius
Uranus ~—7—50.06 [07:16 | >
1 21:13 | 06:46 78 Neptune is in Capricornus and will be at
Neptune 170911 04:43 : opposition on the 31%
Meteor Showers
Shower Limits Maximum ZHR
nd
a Capriconids .;I(J)ILXISth to August | August 2 5
1 Aquarids July to August August 6™ 8
Perseids JullZ 2310 August | August 13" 80
20 00:20
a Cygnids July to August August 21% 5

Meteor source is the BAA Handbook
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Night Sky (September)

The Moon
Last New First Full
Quarter Quarter
4th 1 1th 19th 26th
Object | Date |3 Times Mag. Notes
Rise Set
Sun 1 06:15 | 19:53
30 07:03 | 18:45
M 1 07:39 | 20:20 0.1 Mercury has moved back into the evening
ercury 30 09:44 | 19:09 | - sky. Greatest elongation is on the 29t
Ven 1 04:50 | 18:19 45 Venus has now moved back into the
emus ™30 | 03:15 | 17:08 | 7”0 | momingsky
M 1 23:11 | 15:30 0.0 Mars is still in Taurus this month
ans 30 | 22:12 | 1451 |
1 14:59 | 23:02 Jupiter remains low down in the southern
Jupiter 30 1322 | 21:18 | -2.3 | sky this month. It is presently in
Ophiuchus
S 1 05:23 | 19:43 0 Saturn is in Leo, it will be close to
aturn 30 10349 | 17:56 7| Regulus at the start of the month
1 20:02 | 07:12 Uranus is in Aquarius, it will be at
Uranus 30 | 18:07 | 05:11 3.7 opposition on the 9
1 19:10 | 04:39 Neptune is in Capricornus
Neptune 5174 Toza1 | /°
Meteor Showers
Shower Limits Maximum ZHR
Sept 8" 10
Piscids (S;C%%Igfer 0 | Sept21* 5
Oct. 13® ?

Meteor source is the BAA Handbook



OCCULTATIONS DURING AUGUST

The table lists stellar occultations which occur during the month under
favourable circumstances. The data relates to Orwell Park Observatory, but will
be similar at nearby locations.

sun| Star
D | Lunar | Alt | Alt
Date UT R | Phase | (d) (d) | Mag Star
07 Aug|00:04:16|D ] 0.37-]-21 14 5.4 [Celaenc
00:56:59| R -20 22
07 Augl00:05:22[D}| 0.37-1]-21 14 3.7 |[Electra
00:47:14| R -21 20
07 Aug|00:22:30[D]0.37-1-21 16 4.3 |[Taygeta
01:07:32[ R -20 23
07 Aug|00:27:58D[0.37-[-21 17 3.9 [Maia
01:22:03|R -19% 25
07 Aug|00:42:11]| D] 0.37-]-21 19 5.8 |Astercpe
01:23:52(R -19 26
09 Aug(01:44:35|D| 0.16- ] -18 14 4.6 {136 Tau
02:37:57| R -14 21
26 Aug|20:47:28| D[ 0.97+ ] -16 14 4.8 |Eta Cap
28 Aug[21:42:12]D]1.00-1-22 21 3.7 |Lambda Aqr
22:46:37| R -27 27

James Appleton

OCCULTATIONS DURING SEPTEMBER

The table lists stellar occultations which occur during the month under
favourable circumstances. The data relates to Orwell Park Observatory, but will
be similar at nearby locations.

Sun ] Star
D| Lunar | Alt| Alt
Date uT R | Phase | (d) (d) | Mag Star
D
D

07 Sep|04:01:24 0.18-1-12 32 3.6 |Kappa Gem
22 Sep|l9:04:51 0.80+ ] -12 13 7.4 12C 3009

James Appleton
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