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Following his excellent 3 OASI Presidential Lecture in this, our 40"
Anniversary Year, Professor Allan Chapman poses with members and

guests before the altar at the Ipswich town centre Methodist Church Friday
2007 May 4" .

See inside...
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Society News (Roy Gooding)

1 Committee Meeting Saturday 21* July
The Methodist church hall is not available for this meeting. A new venue is being sort
Start time will be at 20:00. This is an open meeting and any member may attend if they wish

2 Events for 2007
This event list will be updated through out the year
Meeting Venue Date
BAA NSC Leicester Exhibition { National Space Centre 1 30" June
Meeting Leicester t
Summer Barbecue This event may be held at Orwell | To be decided
Park School
FAS Convention Birmingham October
Lecture meeting Methodist Church Hall Friday 26" October
Exo Planets and their Aurora 20:00
By Sam George
Autumn Workshop To be planned To be planned
Lecture Meeting Orwell Park School Friday 16" November |
Dr. David Whitehouse
Christmas Meal To be planned Wednesday 12"
3 Welcome to New Members

Shirley Shelley

4 Access into the School Grounds and Observatory Tower
Please use the third gate into the school grounds, this is the gate behind the Gym. If the
Black door entrance at the base of the observatory tower is locked, you will have to phone

someone in the observatory to let you in. My mobile number is . (Roy
Gooding) alternatively the Observatory mobile is ¢ during meeting hours.
5 Lecture Meeting Venue

Our town lecture venue is now at the Methodist Church, in Blackhorse Lane. The church
has a car park can accommodate about 30 cars, in Black Horse Lane Alternatively there is a
Park & Display car park at the top of Black Horse Lane, next too the Town Council Offices.
This is about 100 yards form the church. Black Horse Lane has only one entrance, which is
from Elm Street. This is just past the Police Station, if you are arriving from Civic Drive.
The church car park is on the right, just past the Black Horse pub.

Meeting starts at 20:00, doors open at 19:30
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6 Balcony Door Opening problem

The opening mechanism of the central balcony door has become jammed. Martin Cook has
planned to deal with this problem on the next suitable Wednesday. Until then ,please do
not attempt to open it.

7 Observing Projects for 2007

Graze Occultation’s

Date Star Track Time

Tuesday 2" October ZC797 01:34:12

Thursday 1* November | ZC1221 | 01:53:24

Sunday 30™ December it Leo | 03:04:37

Other Ocultatations
Pleiades Venus
Date Time Date Time
6™ August 23:30 18" June [ 14:03

27" October 23:30

21 December | 21:00

Meteor Watches

Shower Maximum Date | Moon Age Observing Date
Perseids August 13" 27 days Saturday 11%
Geminids December 14" | 5 days Saturday 15




Night Sky (May) (Times GMT)
The Moon
Full Last New First Full
Quarter Quarter
1" g™ 15" 22" 30"
Object | Date | 2 Times Mag. Notes
Rise | Set
1 03:51 | 20:15
Sun 30 | 03:48 | 20:19
1 05:09 | 22:17 Mercury is at greatest eastern
Mereury 515470 [ 1941 ] % | clongation on the 2™
v 1 06:58 | 2340 | 44 Venus will be at greatest eastern
enus 30 | 07:44 | 22:32 ) elongation on the 9"
M. 1 01:54 | 1438 0.7 Mars remains badly placed for
ars 30 | 00:38 | 14:45 ) observation this month
. 1 2022 | 0425 Jupiter is at opposition on the 5%
Jupiter 57890 {028 | 20
1 09:26 | 00:29 Saturn is approaching Venus in the
Saturn 30 | 0747 | 2237 0.5 | evening sky. Closest encounter will
the end of the month
v 1 01:10 | 12:22 57 Uranus remains in the Aquarius
ranus T30 1233 | 1029 :
1 00:19 | 09:52 Neptune is in Capricornus
Neptune 555550 [ 0756 | |°
Meteor Showers
Shower Limits Maximum ZHR
Ophiuchids May19th to July June 9% 5
June 19%

Meteor source is the BAA Handbook




OCCULTATIONS DURING JUNE

The table lists stellar occultations which occur during the month under
favourable circumstances. The data relates to Orwell Park Observatory, but will
be similar at nearby locations,

Sun | Star
D | Lunar | Alt | Alt
Date UT R | Phase | (d) (d) | Mag Star
07 Jun|02:53:26] D[ 0.65- -6 19 4.3 |Iota AgQr
25 Jun|21:10: 01l D[ 0.80+T -6 17 6.6 |Z2C 2066
26 Jun|22:40:40( D] 0.87+[-1I3 10 7.3 16762-1235-1

There is also a lunar occultation of Venus during June. Conditions are not ideal,
as the event occurs during the daytime and it will therefore present a challenge
to locate Venus prior to the ingress event. The following table provides details.
As above, the data relates to Orwell Park Observatory, but will be similar at
nearby locations.

Sun Planet
D | Lunar Alt Alt
Date uT R | Phase (deg) (deg) Mag Planet
18 Jun| 14:03:03 | D] 0.15+ 53 54 -4.4 Venus
15:23:48 | R 41 57

James Appleton



Something Old and Something New —

Allan Chapman’s welcome return to Suffolk
By Kenneth J. Goward FRAS

The latest (3™) OASI Presidential Lecture on F riday 4™ May from Professor
Allan Chapman was, perhaps predictably, a resounding success and
thoroughly enjoyed not least by Allan himself. Besides OASI members and
their guests, also in attendance were a delegates from neighbouring
Astronomical Societies along with local leading amateur Astronomers such
as Tom Boles and Martin Mobberley. It was particularly gratifying to be
blessed with the company of OASI members Garry and Jacqueline Coleman
after Jacqueline’s prolonged illness.

Appropriately in this, our 40® year, Allan’s ninety plus minute lecture was
entitled ‘That Clubbable Passion, the Amateur Astronomical Society’ in
which he firstly set the socio-economic background to Astronomical
endeavour across Europe from Georgian times through to now. The title,
by the way, was taken from his ground breaking 1998 book ‘The Victorian
Amateur Astronomer’, and a second edition is due to be re-printed later this
year. Whilst science received funding through Government or Sovereign
elsewhere in Europe, abstract astronomical research was the realm of the
private individual in Gt Britain and it was not before Sir George Airy’s
appointment as Astronomer Royal in 1836 that salaried science began to be
the norm on this side of the channel.' He detailed some amateur
astronomers ranging from the ‘Grand Amateurs’ such as the 3 Earl of
Rosse, who had the time and financial resource to pursue their love of the
night sky at rates of expenditure that stand close comparison with funding
provided by modern governments. Lord Rosse, of course, built the world’s
largest telescope (for over 72 years) at his seat at Birr in Ireland, the
instrument’s power was mainly used to resolve the nature of Nebulae.
William Lassell, who made a fortune selling beers to the dock workers of
Liverpool and took early retirement to pursue astronomy full time — with his
revolutionary equatorially mounted 24” Reflector he discovered Neptune’s
Moon Triton within a short period of the planet being discovered itself in
1846. The ‘Grand Patrons’ were touched upon, not least our own Colonel
Tomline and his philaphropic approach to the science. Also the country
Parson type middle class amateur — the likes of the Rev T W Webb of
Hardwick, Herefordshire, whose 1859 publication ‘Celestial Objects for
Common Telescopes’ was the first book of real use to the amateur, offering
advice on celestial objects within range of the primary instruments of the
day — the then ubiquitous 3” Brass tube Refractor. Right down to the so-
called lower echelons of society and featuring dedicated amateurs of little
education or wealth such as Roger Langdon, the Station Master of Silverton
in Devon, who undertook serious astronomical research from his garden
observatory at the side of the station between his many duties such as
selling tickets, sweeping platforms and seeing the trains in and out.
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