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The Orwell Park 10 inch Astronomical Telescope
at Nacton, near Ipswich.



TR WIGET SKY AS SEEN  FROM CRWELL PARK
DURING  JANUARY,

hy Paul Burt.

Capella, the yellow main star of Suriga dominatas ihe
zenith this month during late evening. The string of faint
stars forming a straight line betweea Capella and Polaris
to the north is Camelopardalis, and running at right-angles
from this constellation easiwards down to Leo is anotler lines
of faint stars forming Lynx., The southern sky is shining a~
it's full winter glory with all the trightest zodilac
constellations on show (from east to west:- Leo, Cancer,
Gemini, Taurus and Aries), On the meridian during late
evening Orion outshines all others, and above the southerr
horizon Canis Major, with Sirius, is fully visible, as is
Lepus, the guadrilateral shape directly below Orion,

3unrise is at 0800 hcurs at the beginming f the morth,

changing to OThours 50 minutes at montheend, SGuns2t chaiges
from 15h 5Cm to 16h 40m.

THT MOON - PHASES

First Quarter 033 Cdh 45m Last Quarster 164 23h 9m
11 Moon 094 19h 53m New Moon 5¢ 04h Sa
Occultationg
I ima
g Pase == dzys hoirs mine.
**364 D 4.,% b QU 23,90
053 D 4.8 7 s 33.0
~98 D 6.4 T2l 20,3
1418 R 5.9 1 23 7,5
D = diseppearance R = reappearan.e. Stars Iisted

eccording to Zydiacal Catalog (ZC) numbers.
** genotes time is correct for lat:ituels wod
longitude of Greenwicila
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ECLIPSE
There will be a total eclinse of the Moon on Tanuavy
¢+th (the night of the Soniety's Armunl General MESU¢1g,,
VLSlble generally 1 Zooorz asae Africa, mosy of Asia end
Australia,

Moon enters perumtrs 17k 15m leraves 22h 3Tm
Meen enmbters nnbhra 15h 14 leaves 21h 38m
Total eclipse begin: 188 !'Tn Pnis 20k 3B

Middie c¢f eclipse
THE PLANETS:

GO,
iCh “Enm

Mercury is an e“pn;ng cbject reaching greatest elongatin
of 19 on the 16th, when it will be setting nea:ly
2 hours after the Sun.

Venus is in inferior conjunction on the 21st, before
which it will be an evening object, rapidly
closing in on the Sun.

Maxs will be rising before mid-night at mag. +0.9,
increasing to +0.5 at month-end in Virgs,

Jupiter is in Libra, at mag. =-1.5, rising at arcund
0200 hours.

Sation is in Virgo, rising at around mid-night, at
mag, +0.3

Scurze: B,A.A. Handbook 1982, 2ll +times are U.T

METEGy NCTES: by David Barnard,

The Meteor Count held on December 12th to obsorve te
Geminids Shower was not very suszcessiol. Io one »f the
coldest nights of the century with termgerefora:z - lummellyr
to =30°C in nlaces, we only mana gs' two meleors, ¥
sporadic and one shcwer, mainly dus to the near ™l Hon,
compared with last year's total &f 237,

This nonth we nave the Quadrentids Shoiezr., This has
a very sharp rarimea cn Sundey January 3T at 1Ip.m. M™:s
ghowzr has bluve faint mafteors. Wz expvecl & YRR of ovwer 100,
Radiant 15hcurs 28 minutes. Dec. +50



WE WILL BE HOLDING A METECR I0UsT 7TC QOUSEEVE THIS
SHOWFR  ON  CUNDAY 3ed  JANUARY. ALl menters and frionds
axre w?lcome 1o crve ainng for o faw houwrs to chzerve inis
shower, Mecet OUPSTDE +the 'Levington Chip' public house
at 8p.m. wharavnr the waather,

AUGCRE  SECTICH: - rip to Scotlaand wNo. 3 fird time
lucky!:

At the time of writing we are thinking of investing
in snowchains! The trip is DEFINITELY ON. We will
probably be travelling by car, leaving Ipswich on Tridar
January 15th 1982 for an all night drive spending a wea
around the northern half of Scotland staying in hotels.
A full report of the trip plus the Aurora sightings wil
be in the February Journal hopefully.

David Barnard.

Occultations Section. Graze on January 4th 1932,

Alan Smith, , Ipswich, telephone
Ipswich is currently drawing out the track of 2is
event, It looks like we shall have tc be somswhere nar
Cromer in Norfolk to see this event. The graze is ar:nd
2C45hours J.T. and the star's magnitude is 7.4, If yu
are interested in coming along to observe this event
please contact Alan Smith,

FIRFBALL CAMERA

The Boo env g fireball camera rtum by Alan Smith
has picked up it's first fireball btacked by vieual sfiynting
The fireball o .-ﬁri on Wednesday 25th Nevember =1
2032ncurs. If anyone elre saw the firebeil piezsz ontact
Alan Siith or myse’f. I3 w=s 1a*v1y low in +the aovt:
and probatly of arocurnd mzgaituoe minus 5.

Dasrid Rzrnard.



VARTABLT STAR (BSER/ATIONS by Mike Nichollis.

This month's ligl:t curve on page 5 is that of
R Scruti frou July tc November this year. This is
believed to be a surzrsiznt pulsating star of the
RV Tauri tyre. The period and light range are semi-
regu.ar in nature. The nost noctable characterisiic of
this >lass is the alterrnate deed and shallow minima,
In the Journal of March 1931, what locked like a
gnallow m:nimum was shown, This time, however, we weem
12 have one of the deep minima,

Observations were made using 10x50 binoculars for
r;st ef the time, but the 8" reflector was used for
ragnitudes below about 7.

SCIETY NEWS:

AG:M. The Anmual General Meeting of our Society takes
p.ace on January 9th 1982 starting at 8p.m. in the
Lbrary of Orwell Park School,

SUSCRIPTIONS FOR 1982,

A11 Membership Subscriptions for our Society become
du: for 1982 on the 1st January. If you wish to renew
yor subscription please send them direct to

Mr. M. Barriskili,
Membership Secretary, 0.A.S.I,

L

Ipswich.
A1l cheques should be made out to: )
Orwell Astronomical Society (Ipswichj

"7 We have arranged with Mr. G.E. Curtis to give us a
salk on Newr-g, Supernovae and stella Evelution at the
Friends Yestiing House, Fonneres: Read, ipsivvich on
Friduy z4ih Jamery, 1982 starting at Sp.m.

Mr. Curtis nsas given our Society talks twice before,
ir fzet he did our first leeturs, and his lectures are
not to be missed! Admission is free and everybody is
welcoine to come along.
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DWDLINE FOR FEBRUARY'S JOURNAL: €

-~

The Deadline for items for inclusion in the February's
Jurnal is Wednesday 20th Januvary. All items shouid be

Bets 30 Mr, R.M., Cheecman,

WEST HANNINGFIELD,
Chelmsford, Essex,
cM2 BLQ.

ATRONCMY FOR BECTINERS:

On Friday Januyry 13th starting at 7.3Cp.m« in the
(Oiservatory we have cur monthly evening for beginners in
astroromy. This month's talk is given by cur Secretary
M. Roy Gooding and is entitled ' The History of Astronomy'.
¥embers are invited to come along to this meeting and
+ill e admitted free but non-~members a charge of 20p
vill e made.

S0z~ Do net forget:

1. Meteer Count en the 3rd (Sunday) at §p.m.
at the Levington Ship

¢, A.G.M. starting at 8p.m. in the Library of
Orwell Park School on Saturday 9th.

2, Astronomy for beginners on Friday 15th at 7.30p.m.
in +the Observatory.

2 at The Priends Mewting .oausy, Fonnevean R3,
giver by Mr. G, Guzsis an roflay 23th
starting at Gp.m.



ORWELL ASTRONCMICAL SOCIETY (IPSWICH)
Program for January, 1982,
At t= Observatory, Orwell Park, Nacton

TUEEYS from Tpem. Sclar, Innar & Planetary Sections
Directors. Mr. J. Hucd & Mec, J. Ranson

5th 12th 19tk & 26th
WEDIESDAYS from 8p.m. Nebula & Fiant Objects Section
Directors. Mr., T, Payne & Mr. M., Cook
6t “-ta 20th & 27th
FRIDAYS from 8p.m. 'ariatle Stars Section

Directors Mr. M. Nicholls & Mr. R. Hodgkiss
January 8th.

FR.DAYS from 7.30p.m. Astr-nomy for Beginners.
SAURDAY 9th January, 1982 at 8p.m. A.G.M. in the
Library

OTHER MEETINGS

FRIDAY 15th January, Ipswich to Durness, Scotland
Aurera Expedition.

SUNDAY Meteor Section, Director Mr. D. Barnard,
Sunday 3rd Jamuary, 8p.m. Meet CUISILE
the Levington Ship publie Souse,

FRIDAY =0+ doviaryy Spome a2t The ¥Folends lzsting House,
Frngiean Road, Iuswich; lseiloos by
Mr, C. Curiis o

'NOVAE, SUPERKNOVAE and STELLA EVOLUTICN




